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undertake it; and these were then in a position to tell the majority how whole areas of society lived with which it would never come into intimate contact. Success is to-day as difficult as communication was in the eighteenth century, and it possesses the same advantages. The man who has travelled or succeeded will, however, inevitably want to communicate his specially acquired knowledge as well as to portray his characters; and in the picaresque novel, ancient and modern, there is generally an attempt to provide information such as a social student, or a moralist, or an intelligent newspaper would give. This is of some interest as corroborating by the wrong means our theory that in the mind of the character novelist there is generally, more or less prominently displayed, a concern with the life of society.
Old Mortality is a novel of a very different kind. At first sight we might feel inclined to put it among the novels of action and have done with it. But it is a novel of character as well. Apart from the main action, in a different world, there are a few characters, Cuddie Headrigg and his mother among them, who are not bound by